The long-term outcome of a surgical repair of sinus of valsalva aneurysm.
In order to clarify the long-term outcome after surgical repair of a sinus of Valsalva aneurysm, we retrospectively assessed the operative results for patients treated in our institute. The subjects were 27 patients who had undergone an operation between 1958 and 1996. For associated aortic regurgitation (AR) aortic valve repair was performed in 13 patients, 12 of whom had a ventricular septal defect (VSD); and an aortic valve replacement was performed in 3 patients, 1 of whom had a VSD. Five of the 13 patients who had aortic valve repair needed aortic valve replacement because AR developed after a period of between 7 and 13 years; those cases were complicated by VSD. Another 2 patients with mild AR also complicated by VSD are currently under observation. Although the postoperative outcome of the aortic valve repairs was good, cases that were complicated by VSD plus associated AR tended to develop AR later after surgery. Therefore, careful observation of the postoperative course is necessary.